
 
News from the Deerfield Citizen Advisory Committee     11/9/07 
 
Several members of the Citizen Advisory Committee spent Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 7, 
touring the Deerfield Middle School and High School facilities. During the tour, the 
Committee (formed to advise the Deerfield School Board about a possible spring 2008 
referendum) got a closer look at the state of the building. 
 
We examined specific areas and equipment that needs to be repaired, replaced or upgraded.  
To share major examples, we saw that: 

• The track needs to be resurfaced and possibly replaced, depending on how the 
underlying asphalt is holding up. 

• Security needs to be beefed up, including reconfiguring the front entrance and 
upgrading the PA system.  

• The football bleachers, with their unique “downward slant and loose gravel” 
design, could stand a safety upgrade.  

• The plumbing – from sinks with no running water to leaky 60s-era water 
fountains to an open sewer grate in a hallway– needs to be updated. 

• The girls’ locker room is in serious need of a makeover. 
• To address student privacy issues, district offices should be relocated from their 

current spot in a conference room, where three offices have been created using 
plastic partitions.  

• The kitchen in the cafeteria is too small to cook food and has too few electrical 
outlets.  

 
The examples above made the list of the Committee’s top priorities for the facility, which we 
decided on during a meeting after the tour.  We also agreed on two other priorities that 
aren’t related to the physical building.  They are:  

• Staffing – we cannot make further staffing cuts without damaging the district’s 
ability to effectively educate children and our commitment to small class sizes, 
especially in K-3 (which has proven to be highly effective).  

• Textbooks and technology – there’s been a X-year moratorium on replacing 
textbooks, technology and software.  (When your social studies book refers to 
countries that no longer exist, it’s probably time to buy a new one.)   

 
We also discussed other issues that, so far, haven’t made the list of top priorities.  These 
include: replacing the roof; resurfacing the parking lots; new fencing for the baseball and 
softball fields to bring them up to code; space limitations for the wrestlers and possibly 
moving the weight room; resurfacing the gym floor; replacing damaged doors; improving 
lighting; and installing an electric crank for the basketball hoops.  

 
Because of state laws regulating school districts, coupled with rising costs to run the schools, 
making any of these improvements will require a referendum allowing the Deerfield 
School Board to increase spending above the current cap limit. In fact, without passing a 
referendum, the Board will need to cut an additional $260,000+ from the 2008-2009 budget, 
which will require further staffing cuts and no new spending on textbooks or technology. 



 
We’ll have estimates on what these projects and priorities will cost sometime in the next 
month, and we’ll share them with the community as soon as they’re available. We’ll also be 
developing and distributing at least one survey, to gauge what’s most important to the 
community at large.   
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, opinions or ideas, call any of us on the Citizen 
Advisory Committee.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 28, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. in the high school library.  Please join us if you’re interested in learning more. 
 
Thank you, 
Gary Borgrud  Patti Knapp  Laurie Steen  Mary Lemke 
Eric Nelson  Angie Haag  Alan Mikkelson Nathan Brown 
John Polzin  Meg Tolmie 
 
 
  
 


